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found for them as near as possible to those which they had
occupied so many centuries before.

" They began to excavate for the second foundation opposite
the first, in front of the confession," continues Urbaldi.
" Not more than three or four feet down there was discovered
at the side a large coffin made of great slabs of marble, but
since this did not interfere much with the site needed for the
foundation, it was thought sufficient only to cut it back.
When its end had been cut off they were surprised to see within
ashes with many bones, all adhering together and half burned.
These brought back to mind the famous fire in the time of
Nero, three years before St. Peter's martyrdom, when the
Christians, being falsely accused of causing the fire, and
pronounced guilty of the crime, afforded in the Circus of the
Gardens of Nero, which were situated just here on the Vatican
Hill, the first spectacles of martyrdom."

During the digging of the fourth foundation, on the Gospel
side of the altar, a tomb was found which contained two
bodies.

" Their faces could be distinguished and their clothing
seemed large and full and reaching to the feet. In one could be
seen the shape of the vestments open over the shoulders, and in
both the fine texture of the albs, which were worked for a
space of two fingers from the bottom with a small arabesque
pattern. The undergarments were large and full, and of
monastic shape, dark and almost black in colour. Everything
was almost dust except only the hair, which was long and
hanging, of a chestnut colour, but straight, looking as if it had
been recently cut. Some few bones were also found preserved
in a box apart. Many conjectured these to be two of the first
Popes, who were Greeks."

When a plan of the excavations was made, it was seen that
the saints had been buried like spokes in a wheel, pointing
towards a central place which contained the sarcophagus of
St. Peter. "These bodies surrounded St. Peter," wrote
Urbaldi, " just as they would have done when living at a
synod or council."

Not the least of the miracles is that Rome, although more
than once given over to pillage, should still retain what
St. Jerome called " her coronet of martyrs."